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eighty-seven in length, from the sw rounding enclosure of the northern 
wall to the eastern wall of the courtyard. And just as the slaughtering is 
in the north, so is the receiving of the blood in the north [T. Zeb. 6:1A- 
E]. 


I:2: The prefect [M. 3:8A] served for five purposes: The prefect says 
to him, “My Lord, high priest, raise your right hand” [M. 4:1D]. The 
prefect at his right hand, and the head of the father’s house at the left 
[M. 3:8A]. The prefect waved flags. The prefect held him by the right 
hand and drew him up. One was not appointed high priest before he 
had served as prefect. 


THERE ALSO WAS A BOX WITH TWO LOTS. THEY USED TO BE OF BOXWOOD, BUT 


BEN GAMLA MADE THEM OF GOLD. CONSEQUENTLY HE WAS REMEMBERED 
WITH HONOR. BEN QATIN MADE TWELVE STOPCOCKS FOR THE LAVER, WHICH 
HAD HAD ONLY TWO. AND HE TOO MADE A MECHANISM FOR THE LAVER, SO ITS 
WATER SHOULD NOT BE INVALIDATED BY BEING KEPT OVERNIGHT. KING 
MONOBASES HAD HANDLES MADE OF GOLD FOR ALL THE VESSELS USED ON THE 
Day or ATONEMENT. 


II:1: What is boxwood? 


II:2: [As to Ben Qatin’s twelve stopcocks,] why not arrange spigots 
one on top of the other [rather than arranging them around the laver]? 
[And why were twelve needed?] [““The number,’’] said R. Jonah, 
“accords with the day on which the most priests have to work with the 
daily whole-offering [that is, twelve for the ram].” The spigot on top 
was set there on the count of a utensil damaged in its greater part [is 
not regarded as a utensil]. Hence the water in the laver will not be 
regarded as drawn by a utensil and so unfit. 


II:3: R. Simeon bar Karsena in the name of R. Aha: “The sea was a 
place of immersion for priests. 


II:4: It is written, “And this was the number of them: thirty basins of 
gold, a thousand basins of silver, twenty-nine censers” (Ezra I:9). As to 
the word for basins, R. Samuel bar Nahman said, “It is the place into 
which they collect the blood of the lamb.” “A thousand basins of 
silver”: Said R. Simeon b. Lagish, “[The word for basins] means the 
place in which they gather the blood of the bullocks.” “Twenty-nine 
censers”: Said R. Simeon, “These are the knives [used for slaughter].” 


HELENE, HIS MOTHER, SET A GOLDEN CANDLESTICK OVER THE DOOR OF THE 


SANCTUARY. SHE ALSO MADE A GOLDEN TABLET, ON WHICH WAS WRITTEN THE 
PERICOPE OF THE ACCUSED WIFE. 


